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Sunshine Gardens, West Plat, 
and West Hill 

 

* SEPT. 6 – 6-8 PM – OFFICERS’ SQUARE – Fredericton 
Community Welcome Celebration. This free community 
BBQ is a way to ring in the new school year, and welcome 
students back to Fredericton. There’s music, food, and 
fun, and you’re all invited! Bring yourselves, your 
families, and your friends! 
 
* SEPT. 11-16 – The Harvest Jazz and Blues Festival is 
almost here! Check it out: 
http://www.harvestjazzandblues.com/ 
 
* SEPT. 22 and 23 - The Capital City Road Runners are 
hosting the 30th Annual Fall Classic. The Kids Fun Run 
and Middle School/High School Runs are on the 22nd; 5K, 
10K, and half-marathon on the 23rd. For more info: 
http://www.ccrr.ca/fallclassic.php  
 
 
 

Café on Brunswick; Hotel on 
Queen 

Sunset U-Pick Re-Zoning 
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What’s UP?! 

 
 
 

[send me pictures of you, your 
neighbourhood, and/or your 

family doing fun and 
community-minded things so I 

can insert photos here] 
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Aerial Photo of the 
Sunset U-Pick and 
Surrounding Urban 
Forest 

Picture: Google Maps 

 

This is the general area 
in question; you can get 
more precise maps of 
the land from the Policy 
and Planning Division 
(460-2075). 

At the Sept. 10 City Council meeting 
(7:30 pm, Council Chambers), Council will 
hear objections and support for the 
proposal to re-zone the land where the 
Sunset U-Pick is located. This meeting, as 
with all regular city council meetings, is 
open to the public.   

The land is owned by the city, and the 
family that runs the U-Pick leases a small 
portion of it. Currently, the land is zoned 
for future residential use (R-2H). The 
proposed re-zoning is to zone the land 
partially as ‘open space’ (OS), and 
partially as ‘agricultural’ (AG).  

This proposed re-zoning is the result of the 
work of a small group of community 
members (contact: Gretta Wells, 
gd.wells@bellaliant.net) who feel strongly 
about having access to natural, protected, 
open space in their community. They have 
gathered well over 2,000 signatures from 

“Let me take you down, ‘cause I’m going to Strawberry Fields” (The 
Beatles) 

 people who support the re-zoning. I have 
also heard from a number of Ward 10 
residents who support the re-zoning. 
 
Yet, this has been, and continues to be, a 
contentious issue. In brief, City staff 
recommended approval of the re-zoning, 
the Planning Advisory Committee 
recommended denial of the re-zoning (4 
votes in favour, including me; 5 against), 
and now the motion will come to City 
Council for 1st and 2nd reading (Sept. 10), 
and 3rd (final) reading on Sept. 24.  
 
While the strawberry fields are currently 
the defining feature of the property (and 
indeed important for sustaining local food 
production), the surrounding area is also 
important – it is used for hiking, biking, 
dog walking, cross-country skiing, and 
enjoying nature.  
 
Feel free to contact me if you’d like to 
discuss this situation further.  
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I’m Listening 

Leah Levac 
139 Saunders St. 

Fredericton, NB, E3B1N4 

(506) 476-6916 

Leah.Levac@fredericton.ca 

LeahLevac.wordpress.com 

@LeahLevac 

 
 

 

NEW CAFÉ! At the Aug. 13th meeting of 
City Council, we approved the creation of a 
small, new café and cultural establishment 
that will open at 351 Brunswick St.  I 
supported this application as I believe that 
small enterprises of this nature are an 
important part of our community. A couple 
of neighbours expressed some concerns 
about parking. These concerns were 
discussed with the owners of the café at 
Planning Advisory Committee and at 
Council, and the owners made me feel 
confident that they will work with 
neighbours to minimize any potential 
negative impacts that arise.     

In the Loop 

HOTEL ON QUEEN: As you may have seen, Council voted to 
re-purchase the land next to the convention centre and put out 
a new request for proposals for a developer to buy the property 
and build a hotel on it: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-
brunswick/story/2012/08/14/nb-fredericton-hotel-downtown-
convention.html 
 
This decision has raised some important questions. I’ve posted 
some thoughts about the issue in a blog on my website, and 
have included a bit of the history on the Ward 10 Facebook 
page, and here:  
 
In 2009, the City issued a request for proposals for 634 Queen 
St. and invited developers to propose a hotel development. D.P. 
Murphy (DPM) made the successful submission. Then, in the 
development process, they decided it wasn’t economically viable 
to construct a hotel on the property. Subsequently, they bought 
618-624 Queen St. from the City, with the intention of 
constructing a hotel covering all of the properties. They 
changed their minds.  
 
In an effort to have the hotel project completed, the City 
approached DPM to ask them if they would sell 618-624 Queen 
St. back to the City so that the City could re-issue a request for 
proposals, this time on both parcels of land combined. DPM 
agreed, so now the City will issue a new RFP.   

  
 
THIS FALL! Watch for: 
 
*neighbourhood discussions about building 
good relations between permanent residents, 
tenants, and landlords/ladies 
 
*strategizing between engineers, police, and 
residents around pedestrian/bike/car safety 
 
*the creation of community bulletin boards to 
add to the communication toolkit  
HELP NOTE: the Ward 10 Residents’ 
Association needs an engineer to help 
design the notice boards. If you are a 
structural engineer and willing to help 
build a stronger community, let me 
know and I will connect you   


