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Sunshine Gardens, West Plat, 
and West Hill 

 

* I’ve had news that the missing speed bumps on 
Northumberland St. (removed during past construction) 
are going to be returned this summer! 
 
* FredRock is coming up on Aug. 10th and 11th. Check it 
out: http://www.fredrockfest.com/ 
 
* The budgeting process for next year’s City budget will 
begin in September. Soon, I will learn about the proposed 
process, and have the opportunity to offer some thoughts 
on how it unfolds. I will keep you posted as I learn more, 
and commit to make the process as clear as possible. I 
will also be working to ensure that there are 
opportunities for you to provide input.  
 
* The trail between Smythe St. and Hanwell Rd. is going 
to be paved this summer. I know people have mixed 
feelings about this. I do to. The paving plan is part of the 
Trails/Bikeways Master Plan (http://bit.ly/NaRN2j), 
which makes it more difficult to oppose one component. 
The pavement is improving trail accessibility for people 
with physical disabilities, which I do fully support. This 
was a tough one.    

Pedestrians are people too! 
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Inside 

What’s UP?! 

As you may have heard (I mentioned it in the last 
newsletter, and it was mentioned at the Ward 10 

development meeting on June 28th), there is a group of 
residents working to create a Ward 10 Residents 

Association.  
 

I am willingly work with this group, but they are an 
entity independent from me, and we do not ‘speak for 
each other’. They also do not claim to speak for all of 
you. However, they are very willing and interested to 

have the involvement of many Ward 10 residents.  
 

If you are interested in learning more, or getting 
involved, send an email to: 

frederictonward10residents@gmail.com 
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Residents from across 
the city came to Ward 10 
on July 1 to participate 
in ‘X marks the spot’, a 
fundraising event for 
Gallery Connexion, in 
the Chestnut complex. 
What a great way to 
engage the community 
in beautifying an 
otherwise dreary 
parking lot. Congrats 
Gallery Connexion for 
the great event! Thanks 
John MacDermid for the 
photo. 

As a new member of the Planning Advisory 
Council (PAC), I know more about side yard 
set-backs than I ever thought I would. 

I’m also learning a lot about the 
complexities of planning and development, 
and the limitations of the city’s control of 
the planning process because of the 
guidelines laid out in the provincial 
Municipal Planning Act. 

For example, I can (and will) continue to 
ask developers to work more closely with 
people in the neighbourhoods where 
developments are occurring. I think that 
good developers are already doing this, and 
it results in better developments that come 
closer to meeting everyone’s vision and 
needs. However, there is not currently a 
way for me (or anyone) to force developers 
to work more closely with neighbourhoods, 
so we will have to keep working on this 
piece under the assumption that most 

Particulars and Peculiarities of Planning 

people want to do the right thing. 

I’ve also learned that my vote at PAC and 
council are different. At PAC, I vote on 
“appropriate” land use (i.e., is it appropriate 
to put a 4 units on that piece of land?). This 
is not a simple question, but it’s simpler 
than the council question. At council, I vote 
with many different lenses. Is it 
appropriate? Does it meet the needs of our 
community in terms of providing safe and 
affordable housing/services? Will it improve 
the walkability and completeness of our 
community? Does the neighbourhood 
support the development?  

When you send letters of support or concern 
to the City, they are received and considered 
by PAC and council. Your letters are very 
important to my sense of the 
neighbourhood’s feelings about a proposed 
development. If you’d like, you can copy me 
at: leah.levac@fredericton.ca   
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I’m Listening 

Leah Levac 
139 Saunders St. 

Fredericton, NB, E3B1N4 

(506) 476-6916 

Leah.Levac@fredericton.ca 

LeahLevac.wordpress.com 

@LeahLevac 

 
 

 

Pedestrians are people too! 

There are ongoing concerns about the safety of pedestrians 
when crossing the street, even at designated crosswalks. The 
summary of the Capital City Pedestrian Crossing Study is 
at: http://bit.ly/OtSdTP 

The major finding was that people, not infrastructure, is the 
main challenge. This is a harder problem to fix because it 
requires attention to rules, enforcement, education, and the 
‘culture of walkability’.  

There are 2 ‘blitz’ events coming from the Police 
Department, focused on pedestrian safety, and we’re going to 
create a creative working group of residents to think about a 
plan for addressing the problem. Wanna join? Let me know. 

In the Loop 

Moving the Development Feedback Along 
 
At the Ward 10 development meeting on Thursday, June 28th, 
70 residents received a presentation from city planners (thanks 
Marcello and Sebastian), and then broke into neighbourhood 
groups (Sunshine Gardens, West Plat, and West Hill) to discuss 
their priorities for inclusion in the new zoning by-law. 
 
On Thursday, July 26th, 6 residents from Ward 10, appointed by 
those at the meeting on June 28th, met with 3 senior planning 
officials and offered a summary of all the important ideas that 
were discussed at the June 28th meeting. I attended the 
meeting, and also took note of your excellent suggestions. I will 
take the points that cannot be addressed through the zoning 
by-law to the appropriate departments (e.g., roads/engineering, 
community services).  
 
A draft of the new zoning by-law will be available for further 
public input in the fall. The planning department is working on 
making sure that the draft is accessible (it will be on line, but 
will be so long, that reading it all is not a realistic expectation), 
and I will help to bring highlights to you as well.  

Feed the Neighbourhood 
 

As we near the beginning of 
August, I trust that you are 

having a warm (ok, sweltering) 
and fun summer, full of friends, 
family, relaxation, water, fresh 

produce, and BBQs. 
 

Many people in our community 
rely on the community kitchen 
at the Corner of Smythe and 

Hanwell to feed themselves and 
their children. The staff and 
volunteers work VERY hard, 
with VERY limited resources. 

You can help.  
 

*take some of your garden 
produce down* 

*pick an extra box of berries* 


