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As we head into the winter season, there are always 
challenges with mobility and accessibility. Keeping the 
streets clear and sidewalks passable and safe is a priority 
for the City. Most of the time, it goes well. 
 
The current policy on sidewalk clearing is to make them 
passable, but the policy does not call for sidewalks to be 
“bared up”. This means that the sidewalks could be snow 
packed and there could be some icy patches. Pedestrians 
are not expected to be able to travel around on the 
sidewalks as if it is the summer months. This is largely a 
cost decision, though there are also some technical 
limitations that our sidewalk plough operators face.  
 
I am of mixed minds about this, particularly as I 
appreciate that many people in our community rely on the 
sidewalks as their primary form of transportation. I 
welcome conversation on this matter.     
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What’s UP?! 

City of Fredericton Launches Intercultural 
Award 

 
Nominations close Dec 31st  - Do you know of an 
individual, group or business that has demonstrated a 
sustained commitment and effort to enhance 
Fredericton’s cultural-diversity, multi/inter-
culturalism? If so, nominate them for the City of 
Fredericton’s Intercultural Award, which will be 
presented at a Fredericton City Council meeting early 
in the New Year. Details can be accessed at: 
  
http://www.fredericton.ca/en/ecodev/NR2012Sep10Inte
rculturalAwardNommination.asp 
  
http://www.fredericton.ca/en/ecodev/resources/CityofFr
ederictonInterculturalAwardForm.pdf 
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It’s hard to imagine that it’s been six 
months since I tromped around our 
neighbourhoods knocking on doors and 
asking for your support.  

I have learned a tremendous amount, and 
am starting to settle into some of the 
priorities on which I think we can make 
meaningful progress. This includes 
working on a citizen engagement strategy 
that will, among other things, involve 
establishing and institutionalizing a youth 
action team, and continuing to experiment 
with new ways of meaningfully involving 
residents in community decisions.  

I have been both frustrated and grateful; 
frustrated by the limited collaboration 
that takes place between levels of 
government, and grateful that many share 
this frustration and are therefore working 
on ways to address the problem. Related 
to the need for better inter-jurisdictional 
collaboration, I remain concerned about 

Reflecting on 2012 

2

the persistent lack of a housing strategy – 
having one is the right thing to do, and the 
fiscally responsible thing to do.   

I have been both pleased and puzzled; 
pleased that we have a strong and 
sustainable long-term infrastructure plan, 
and puzzled about how to best implement 
such a plan in the context of the changing 
needs and desires of a community. 

I am optimistic about the potential for our 
new zoning by-law to encourage the sort of 
mixed-use, livable communities that will 
keep our downtown vital.  

I am confident that 2013 will be another 
full year of learning, trying, and trying 
again.  

I thank you all for your ongoing 
engagement and support, and send my 
very best to you and your family.     
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*The report from The Great Gathering 
is available at http://www.gfsi-
isrf.ca/Reports/Great-Gathering-Report-
Draft-Dec-12-2012.pdf. 300+ people 
participated in the conversation about how 
to make Fredericton better. If you’re looking 
for a great way to get involved, there are 
contact people identified in the report, or 
you can contact the Coordinator of Greater 
Fredericton Social Innovation at info@gfsi-
isrf.ca or 506.262.5060. 
 
*EcoFredericton is a cool new sustainable 
living community! Learn more at 
http://ecofredericton.webs.com or 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/ecofredericton   

In the Loop 

Budget Update 

This year has been an exceptional budget year. At the end 
of November, we learned formally of a $1.3M cut to the 
unconditional grant we receive from the province. 
Concurrently, we are managing a larger-than-anticipated 
pension deficit.  

These late changes affected our budget schedule, and our 
capacity to pass the budget on Dec. 11th, as originally 
planned. The new plan is: 

MONDAY, JAN. 7, 2013 – Public Budget Meeting 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm, City Hall 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 9, 3013 – Special Council 
Meeting to Adopt the Budget 

6:00 pm, City Hall 

I appreciate that despite the challenges we’ve faced, this 
does not provide ample opportunity for your consideration 
of the budget. I will be available on Jan. 8th and 9th to 
answer any questions you have to ameliorate the situation 
as much as possible.   

*The FREX annual fundraising 
campaign this year is a 50:50 Gold Rush 
Lottery. Details on how it works are at 
http://www.frex.ca/gold-rush-lotto/. Basically, 
you register for the lottery, and then decide 
each week whether or not you want to play. 
You pay a toonie for each week you want to 
play. Details on where and how to register 
are found at the above link.  
 
*Christmas @theplayhouse and Ruldolph 
are coming up!! 
http://www.theplayhouse.ca/2012/12/?post_ty
pe=event&cmonth=12&cyear=2012 
  
*New Year’s Eve at the FREX - 
http://www.frex.ca/new-years-eve-
party/frexnewyears2012/. Tickets are $30 in 
advance; $40 at the door.    
 


